Mazrriage Bill.

Legislatibe Councl,
Thursday, 11th October, 1894.

Man-iafe Hill: third reading—Municipal Iustitutions

Bill: committee ~ Homesteads Act Amendment

Bill committee — Registrution of Births, Deaths,

d Marrinves Bill: second reading: com.mlttee-—-

Deutlsta Bill : second rending—Ronda Act Amend.

ment Bill: secound ng —Droving Bill : second
repding --Adjonrnment.

Tus PRESIDENT (Hon. 8ir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 4-30 o’clock p.m.

PravYERS.

MARRIAGE BILL,
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
pisged.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 157 —* Valuers”:

Tee How. J.C. G. FOULKES, by leave,
withdrew the amendment he bad pre-
viously moved.

Tae Hon. J. W. HACKETT: Has
the Hon. Colonial Secretury considered
the question of valuations for munici-
palitics newly proclaimed? I might
peint out that before there can be a list
of vatepayers there must be a valvation.

Tue COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) : It does not appear to me
to be possible to have an electoral list
until after the council is appointed. The
Governor is empowered to appoint per-
sond? to settle and revise the list, but it is
evident, as the hon. member points out,
there can be no list until there are rate-
payers, and there can be no ratepayers
until there is a valuation. I think the
simplest course will be for the Governor
to appoint the council and mayor in the
first instance. I will draw the attention
of the Attorney General to the maiter,
and see what he suggests.

Clause agreed to.

Clauses 158 to 163 passed.

Clause 164.—* Manner
rate "

Tae Hon. 8. J. HAYNES moved that
the words “have levied a distress upon
the goods of the occupier” be struck out,
and the words " be unable to enforce pay-

of making
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in lieu thereof. He said: This section
provides from whom the rate may be
recovered : it may be recovered first from
the occupier, and if there is no oceupier
then from any subsequent occupier, and
if there is no subsequent occupier then
from the owner. As the Bill was origin-
ally drawn, this clause was in the form
I propose it should be, but I donot think
the owner should be liable until the
councils have exhausted their powers
against the occupiers.

Tee Hon. F. M. STONE: I shall
oppose this umendment. T would point
out that the object of the ¢lanse that the
hon. member tries to strike out is to
prevent tenants going away without the
Council getting payment of the rates
from them, and the landlord having to
pay them. The rates may have been in
arrear for years and the landlord know
nothing about it, and then suddenly be
called upon to pay them.

Tee COLONTALSECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): I think it is right
that councils should be able to push
matters against occupiers as much as
pessible, before coming upon owners.
When 1 occupied the position of mayor,
it was said that in several instances it
was impossible to collect the rates, because
the occupiers could not pay, but when
distress warrants were issued the money
was paid imnediately, in every case. I
trust, therefore, the Council will allow
the clause to stand, so that the rates may
be recovered from the occupiers, who are
the legitimate persons to pay them,

Tee Hov, E. W. DAVIES: Theclanse
involves u certain amount of hardship,
because the rates are made up in one
montl, and are not due until afterwards.
In the intervening time one temant may
go away and Jeave the subsequent tenant
to pay the whole of the rates, for which
he 1s not really liable. I think, howerver,
it will be well tu leave the Bill as it is,

Tez Horx. H. McKERNAN: I am
inclined to make the owner liable, because
he can at all times so increase the rent
as to cover the rates.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause agreed to.

Clause 165.—* Notice of valuation and
rating ” :

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) moved that the words

ment by any such occupier” be inserted ' **clerk of the municipality” be struck
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out, and the word *“Council ’ be inserted
in lieu thereof.
Question put and passed.
TreCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

8. H. Parker) moved that the following.

words be added to the clause:—* two or
more properties may be inserted in one
notice.”

Question put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 166 to 168 passed.

Clause 169.— Distress for amount
payable in respect of rates and costs,
charges and expenses " :

TreCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): I move to strike out the
first sub-section and to put in another.
Clause 164 says that rates may be payable
half-yearly, but this clause evidently
overlocks that fact. I therefore move to
strike out the first sub-section, and insert
the following in lien thereof .—* Subject
“to the right of appeal hereinbefore
“ mentioned, in case any person liable to
“pay the amount due in respect of any
“rate, who has been served with the
“notice mentioned in the 165th section
“of this Act, does not pay the whole
“amount of the rate due in respect of any
“ property meotioned in the said notice,
“or (if payable by instalments) any instal-
“ ment thereof then due at the time, in
“the manner, and at the place required
“by the said votice, and if such default
“ continues for 14 days, the mayor may
“at any time thereafter, and as often as
“oceaston may arise, by warrant under
* hig hand, distrain the goodsand chattels
* found upon the land in respect of which
“the rate is payable.”

Amendment put and passed.

TeeCOLONIAL S8ECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) moved, as a further amend-
ment, that the words “or the instalment
thereof then” be inserted between the
words “amount’ and < due,” in the fifth
line of sub-clause (z).

Amendment put and passed.

Tee Hox. 8. J. HAYNES moved that
the words after the word * trade,” in sub-
section {6), be struck out, and the words
“ not exceeding in value the sum of £5”
be inserted in lien thereof. He said:
Under this sub-section a distress might
be altogether inoperative, because the
bailiff could not sell any clothing, bedding,
tools, or implements of trade, or household
furniture, which are necessary for the use
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of the person whose goods are seized
and bis family. I propose to limit the
value of goods which cannot be seized to

5,

Tae Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I regret
I cannot support the amendment, because
the sub-section as it stands only exempts
goods which are absolutely necessary.
If the amendment is passed, it may work
a great hardship. :

Tee Hox. S J. HAYNES: It might
be said that in some instances a piano
wus absolutely necessary.

Tee Hon. F. T. CROWDER: I Qo
not think that eould reasonably be said
to be an absolute necessity.

Tee Hon. F. M. STONE: I shall
support the amendment. I do not see
any difference between an execution for
rates and one for debt. If a drunkard is
ordered to pay 5s., and does not pay, his
goods are seized. If a person owes rates,
they should be paid in the same way as
an ordinary fine. Then I would ask, how
is a bailiff going to decide what is
absolutely necessary? If we limit the
amount to £5, it will give quite sufficient
protection.

Tee Hown. 8. J. HAYNES: I might
say that if £5 is considered too low, I
would be prepared to make it £10; but I
think we must have some limit.

Tae COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) : Might I suggest that the
sub-section be allowed to stand, and that
the hon. member insert a proviso at the
end of the sub-section, that the goods and
chattels exempted shall in no case exceed
£5 in value.

Tre How. 8. J. HAYNES:
accept that suggestion.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Ter Hon. 5. J. HAYNES moved that
the following words be added to the end
of the clause :—* Provided, however, that
the goods and chattels exempt from
distress for sale shall in no case exceed
£10 in value."

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 170 to 177 passed.

Clause 178.—* Land may be sold for
arrears in respect of rates remaining
nnpaid for 18 months™ :

Tae Hox. J. C. G. FOULKES moved
that the words “or in two newspapers”
be struck out, and the words *“ one news-
paper " be inserted in lieu thereof. He

I swill
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said : T move this because I do not think
it wise that we should heap additional
expense on the ratepayer by causing him
to advertise in two newspapers.

Tae COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): Perbhaps it would be
better to ouly strike out the words * two
newspapers,” and to insert the words
‘“ one newspaper.”

Tee How. J. C. G. FOULEES: I am
agreeable to that.

Amendment put and negatived.

TuEe Hon. 8. J. HAYNES moved that
the words * two newspapers’ he struck
out, and that the words “one news-
paper ” be ingerted in lien thereof.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 179 and 18Q agreed to.

Clause 181.-— Bank account " : ,

Tae Hox. F. T. CROWDER moved
that the words * or any other officer ” be
inserted after the word ‘ Treasurer.”

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 182 to 199 agreed to.

Clause 200.—* Binking Fund may be
placed at a fixed deposit”:

Tee Hor. 8. J. HAYNES moved that

the word “ Debentures” be inserted
hetween the words “purchase™ and
* Consols.”

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 201.—** Investment of interest
on Sinking Fund ” :

Tue Hox. 8. J. HAYNES moved that
the word ¢ Debentures” he iuserted
before the word ' Consols.” '

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clavses 202 to 217 passed.

Clause 218.—* Power of Council as to
expending its income ” :

Tee Hon. F. T. CROWDER moved
that the following words be inserted
between the words “ Act” and “subject,”
in the 5th line: “And may also grant
such sum for any year to the mayor for
the time being, as it may think proper,
provided the sum does not exceed 3 per
cent. of its ordinary income.” He said:
I trust hon. members will support me in
this, because I think it absolutely neces-
sary that the council should have the
power to vote sums of money to the
mayor. It may not be considered necessary
to make provision for the mayor at once,
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but we must remember that this Act will
be in force very many years, and it is
therefore just as well that this power
should be given. In all the other colonies
the mayors receive a certain annual
allowance, The mayor of a town like
Perth has a good many calls upon him,
and, therefore, only persons of means can
now occupy the position. I maintain
that money and common sense do not
always run together. We find many
persons holding the position of counciller
for years, who can never become majyor,
because they are afraid they cannot spend
us much money as their predecessors
bave done. TUnder my amendment, the
amount voted to the mayor of Perth,
say, cannot be very large, because 3 per
cent. on the total rates would only be
about £250.

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): I have not heard that
any of the highly respected gentlemen
who have filled the office of mayor have
ever made any claim for remunmeration,
but have been proud to do all they could
for the city without entailing any expense
on the ratepayers. We have had, under
this system, an exceedingly good class of
mayors; and I cannot believe the respect-
ability of futwre mayors will be improved
by paying them. I think our mayors
will compare most favourably with those
of the other colonies where they are paid,
and I cannot, therefore, see any reason
why we should agree to this amendment.
It 18 said that the mayor has to spend a
great deal of money, but I do not think
that this is at all necessary, especially when
8 per cent. of the revenue is available to
meet any incidental expenses that may be
necessary.

Tre Hox. D. K. CONGDON: I am
not in accord with the amendment, because
I think that we shall get even better
mayors by paying no remuneration than
we should if we paid them.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause passed.

Clauses 219 to 239 agreed to.

Schedule 7.— Notice, valuation, and
rate’ :

TaeCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) moved that the words “or
properties as the case may be” be
ingerted between the words * property ”
and “ hereinafter.”

Amendment put and passed,
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Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. ! Electoral Aet, but we all know that at

8. H. Parker) moved that the follow-
ing words be inserted after the word
“costs " :—“If the rate be payable by
* instalments, in pursuance of any by-law
“of the Council, alter the form in the
“ manner or to the effect following :—You
“are hereby required to pay the above
“amount of £ to the office of the
“QCouncil by two equal instalments of
£ each, on the day of
s next, and the day of
s next. And if either of the said
 instalizents be not paid within fourteen
*“days after the day herein named for
 payment of the same, a warrant will be
“forthwith issued by the Mayor for the
‘"recovery of the same with costs.”

Amendment, put and passed.

Tre COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) maved, as o further amend-
ment, that the word '‘the,” between
“upon” and “property,” in line 14, be
steuck out, and that the word “any” be
inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.

Schedule, as amended, agreed to.

Schedules 8 and 9 agreed to.

Schedule 10:

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) moved that the words
“Chairman of the Council of the muni-
cipulity of,” at the end of the Schedule,
be struck out, and that the word “ mayor
be inserted in lien thereof.

Amendment put and passed.

Schedule, as amended, agreed to.

Schedules 11, 12, and 13 agreed to.

Bill reported.

Tee Hon. E. HENTY moved that the
report be adopted.

TaeCOLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) moved that the Bill be
recommitted.

Question put and passed.

The PrEsiDENT left the chair.

Clauge 82.—" Bribery and corruption”:

Trae COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): This clause provides that
the hiring of carriages or horses at elec-
tion time constitutes an act of bribery,
but I propose to strike cut those words,
because I see no reason why persons
should not be driven to the poll. On the
municipal roll there are muny ladies who
would not go to vote unless some con.

veyance were provided for them. 1 am *
aware that this clause is taken from the |

parliamentary elections uuserupulous can-
didates evade 1t. I believe that you, Mr.
Chairman, and myself were the only two
candidates at the last election who did
not have carriages. It was suggested by
our agents that we should have them as
the others were going to have them, but
1 stated that I musi, in my position,
conform to the law even if T were placed
at a disadvantage. But still I do not
see why carriages should not be employed,
even if it is ouly for the purpose of in-
ducing as many persons as possible to go
to the poll and vote.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause 155.—* Mode of making valu-
ation "'

Tae Hon, 8. J. HAYNES: We have
struek out “ £7 10s.”" and inserted «.£6,"
and I am certain it will be too low. It
is 23 per cent. lower than the present rate,
and the municipalities will never be able
to make up their income. I therefore
move that the words “£6" be struck
out, and “£7 10s.” inserted in lieu
thereof.

The committee divided on the question
that the words proposed to be struck out
stand part of the clause.

Noes ... 11

Ayes ... 5

Majority 6
AYES. Nogs.

The Hon. F. T. Crowder

The Hon. E, W, Davies

The Hon, J. C. G. Fonlkes)

i  The Hon. E, Robinson

The Hon. E, H, Witte.
nocm {Teller).

The Hon. R. G. Burges
The Hon. D. K. Congdon
The Hon, C. E. Dempster
The Hon, Ernest Heuty
The Hon. H. McKernan
The Hon. E. McLarty
The Hon. 3. H. Parker
The Hon. C. A, Piesse
ThaHon. J. E. Richardson
The Hon, F. M, Stone
The Hon, 8. J. Hoynes
{Tcllar),

Question—That the words proposed to
be struck out, be struck out—put and
passed.

Question —That the words *“seven
pounds ten shillings™ be inserted in lien
thereof —put and passed.

Clause 204.—“ When treasurer may
transfer "' ;

Tae Hov. S. J. HAYNES moved that
the word “Debentures” be inserted
‘ between the words *“in”’ and * sales.”

i Question put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.




Homesteads Act

f11 Ocr., 1894.]

Amendment Bill. 1041

HOMESTEADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL. ' Regulations there are six ways of taking

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 2.—The Governor may order
that certain lands may be available for
homestead farms :

Tue Hown. C. A. PIESSE moved that
sub-section (1) be struck out, and that the
following he inserted in lien thercof:—
“That all Crown lands in the South-West
Division of the colony ure hereby open
for selection for homestead farms, under
the provisions of ‘The Homesteads Act,
1893." He said : Land settlement in the
South-West portion of the colony is not
going on as rapidly as it should. The
Homesteads Act, at the present time, is

most mnpopular, and very few people are |

taking advantage of it. The main cause
of this is that it does not provide for free
selection, and I propose now that this
prineciple be embodied in the Bill. It is
argued that, under provisions of this kind,

there will be room for dummying, but I °

do not see liow that can be so. At present
the law is altogether anomalous.
person holds 100 acres of land already,
he can go anywhere and select his 160
acres under the Homesteads Act, but if a
person wants to tdke up land for the
first time under the Homesteads Act,
he must select in an area set apart.
At the same time, anyone can easily
evade the Act and select anywhere. By
making an application under the Land
Regulations for 100 acres, he can pay his
£2 10s. and go on any pastoral lease.
Then, having got the 100 acres, he van
apply for another 160 acres udjoining it,
under the Homesteads Act. This being
so, we might just as well at once admit
the principle of allowing persons to select
wherever they like. It is said thut if we
allow selection in this way persons will
pick the eyes out of the pastoral lands,
but I have already pointed out they can
do so, under the present law, by paying
£2 10s.

Tar Presipext, at half-past six, left
the chair until half-past seven.

On resuming,

Tue Hoxn. E. H. WITTENQOOM : Tam
obliged to oppose this amendment, because
it seems to me that it would =imply make
the present Land Regulations more con-
fuging than they are. Under the Land

If a .

up land, and this Homesteads Act provides
other ways. Now, if we embody in this
Bill the principle of free selection, it will
be most difficult for anyone to understand
the law at all. I would suggest that the
better course for us to ndopt is to pass
this Bill as it stands, and then agk the
Government to deal with $he whole of the
land question in one Act next year.

Tae COLONIAL BECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): The Bill before the House
is a very simple one, its object being to
make the Homesteads Act of last year
more liberal. This clause empowers the
Governor trom time to time to order
any Crown lands in the South-West,
and other divisions, to be set apart for
homestead farms. There is also a pro-
vigion that holders of land under clauses
47 and 48 of the Land Regulations
may be relieved of the residence condi-
tions on making certain payments. These
provisions are practically the whole Bill,
and if this amendment is adopted it will
not only alter the scope of the present
Bill, but will change the entire character
of the Homesteads Act adopted last year.
Tt is not desired to have the homestead
farms distributed over the wider area of
the colony, but that they should be in
communities where the occupiers could
have some of the advantages of civilisa-
tion. I think the land legislation is at
present sufficiently liberal. I doubt
whether selection before survey would
conduce greatly to settlement. The Gov-
ernment will try to select the best locali-
ties for their homestead blocks, but they
are opposed to selection before survey.

Tue How. C. A. PIESSE : The amend-
ment will not do away with agrienltural
areas, but what I say is, that there are
millions of acres outside these areas which
will never be taken up unless some induce-
ment is held out to people to settle upon
them. I wish to see settlement of the
land on the nost reasonable terms, and I
think it unwise that if a man wants a
piece of land in any particular locality he
should have to pay a high price for it
because it does not happen to be in an
agricultural area. I feel, however, that
the House is not with me in this matter,
and I will therefore withdraw the amend-
ment.

Tae Hox. C. . DEMPSTER : I think
the Land Regulations are already suffi-
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ciently liberal. The colony cannot advance
by settl.mg paupers upon the land. What
is the good of giving a man 160 acres of
land if he has nothing with which to
purcbase teams or to employ labour?

Tee Hon. R. G. Buraes: He can go
to the Agricultural Bank.

Tee Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: That
has not come into operation yet, and it
remains to be seen what goed it will be.
I do not think any man can settle on 160
acres of land vnless he has £300 or £400.
I think it would bave been better if the
land had been cut up in lots of 10 or 20
acres each near townships, where men
could work during the day and cultivate
their land when there was no work
available,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clauge passed.

Clause 3. —“ Land Regulations and
Homesteads Act of 1893 to also apply to
such lands” :

Tree Hon. R. . BURGES: I think
that the conditions for the remission of
the residence condition are too heavy. I

. do not think that the Minister for Lands
knows much about the matter. I think
that he has not gained very much ex-
perience during his four years of office.
By ringing and burning land in the
FBastern districts it can be cleared for
15s. an acre. I think that double im-
provements are too much to give fox the
remission of the residence condition.

TrE Hoxn. C. A. PIESSE : I move that
an office fee of 2s. 6d. in the place of 20s.
be required to be paid, and that improve-
ments remain the same as at present.

Tee Hon. E. McLARTY : T think the
greatest objection to the Homesteads Act
has béen that the land under it was let
out in alternate blocks ; but I understand
there is now to be free selection in any
agricultural area, which is, I think, a great
advantage. Owing to the short time the
Homesteads Act has been in force there
has been very little chance to see whether

[COUNCIL.]

it will work well or not, and with the °
further concessions made by this Bill T -

think the Act will be largely availed of in
the future.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) : It must be borne in mind

Amendment Bill.

the land, they should certaiuly adopt the
amendment ; because we should have
nothing but a lot of dummies on the
land for the benefit of capitalists. Most
men would be prepared to do double
improvements if they were only relieved
of the residence conditions, and to say
that they should be relieved by paying
2s. 6d. is a complete absurdity, and will
stop all bond fide settlement.

Tee Hox. H. McKERNAN : T am in
favour of the eclause as it stands, for I
think if a man wishes to be relieved of
the residence conditions, 20s. 1s little
enough to ask him to pay for the com-
cession.

The committee divided.

| =
w o

Majority

oy
3
©

NoEs,
The Hon. C. A. Piesse
The Hon, R, G, Burges
(Teller,)

The Hon.
The Haomn.
The Hon,
The Hon,
The Hon.
The Hon,
The Hon.
The Hon.
The Hen,
The Hon. 8. H, Porker
(Teller.)

O

don
Cronwsder
. Davies
Dempst.er
. G. Foulkes

Amendment negatived.

Clause agreed to.

Clause 4 agreed to.

New clause:

Tre Hor. C. A, PIESSE moved that
the following new clause be added to the
Bill :-~¢* Notwithstauding any provisions
% to the contrary contained in Clauses 18
“and 19 of ‘ The Homesteads Act, 1893,
“all Crown lands contained within the
“ South-Western Division of the colony,
“not being first class lands, shall be open
¢ to selection, whether before or after clas-
“ sification by the Minister under the pro-
“ vigions relating to homestead lenses in
“ the said Act.” He said: I move this
new clause hecause at present there is no
inducement for a man to take up land
and improve it, or if it e a lease, to
improve his lease. I know a case where
20,000 acres of pastoral lund carried only

© 800 sheep, and to-day 2,100 acres of it

;
\

that the principle involved in all our Land

Acts is settlement of the soill. Of course,
if hon. members ure prepared to say that

we do not want the people to reside on .

|

are carrying 1400 sheep all the year
round, and this is due to the improve-
ments which have been made. I have
confined my motion to lands within the
South- Western Division of the colony, so
as to try the experiment. In this division
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we have thousands of acres of land which
ar¢ of no use unless we allow people to
take them up on easy conditions. For
my part, I should be in favour of the
Governor declaring the whole of the
South-Western Division as being open for
selection under the Homesteads Act.
If we do not do this, nearly the whole of
the country will remain in its present un-
fortunate state for many years.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): I would point out that
the amendment is opposed to the prin-
ciple of the Homesteads Act. T would
also point out the absurdity of the amend-
ment, which contains a contradiction.
How can a man take up land, not being
first-class, without its being first clas-
sified? I would suggest to the hon.
member to withdraw the motion.

Awendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Bill reported.

BIRTHSE, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): In rising to move the
second reading of this Bill, I may say
that it is a measwre more in the nature
of & consolidating Act than anything else,
although in some cases there are umend-
ments of the present law. The Bill is
divided into seven parts. The duties of
Registrars are defined, and it is provided
that medical practitioners shall supply
the Registrar General with certificates of
the cause of death of persons dying
under their care, und shall sign them
except in cases where an inquest is held,
when the coroner shall do it. Then the
Registrar is to keep registers. DMinisters
of religion may be licensed to perform
marriages, and there is u provision that
if a minister is guilty of doing anything
wrong he may be struck off the roll
The Registrar General is to publish an
annual list of ministers so registered.
Then there are provisions and penalties
for misrepresentation by ministers. Part
4 deals with the registration of births.
A child born in the colony must be
registered within 60 days. Part 5 deals
with the registration of deaths, If
any deaths occur at sea the masters of
vessels must register them on coming into
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have to be registered by persons who
perform the marriage ceremony. Then
part 7 deals with miscellaneous, and
power is given in it to the Registrar to ask
questions for the purpose of correcting
any errors in the register if necessary. The
Second Schedule contains the fees payable,
which are certainly very moderate. I do
not think I need say any more, 1 move
the second reading of the Bill.
Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 51 put and passed.

First Schedule agreed to.

Second Schedule.—Fees :

Tae Hon. 3. J. HAYNES: What would
be the fee for a certified copy of a birth,
death, or marriage ?  Under this Schedule
it looks as though it would cost 7s. 6d.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): I should think it would
only cost ls,

Tae How. D. K. CONGDON : It says

| 1ls. is payable for every certified copy of

any entry, but for every scarch 7s. 6d,
and I take it there must be a search first.

Tue Hor. 8. J. HAYNES: Recently
I had to get half-a-dozen entries, and I
had to pay 5s. for each of them.

Tre How. C. A, PIESSE: May I ask
why there is a difference in the fees paid
to district registrars and to assistant
district registrara?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY { Heun.
8. H. Parker): The reason is that the
assistant district registrar has to transmit
to the district registrar, and each of them
gets 1s. in that case.

Tue How. F. M. STONE: I would
ask the Hon. Colenial Secretary how
Section 48 is to be applied. It says
that the name of the father of the child
must be given, but how is this to be done
in the case of hastardy ¥

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) : I will look into that
matter. I move that progress be reported.

Question put and passed.

DENTISTS BILL.
SECOND BEADING,

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): This Bill is brought in
for the purpose of registering dentists.
At the present time there is no law
applying in any way to dentists, We

port. With regard to marriages, they | have laws dealing with medical prac-
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titioners, and it is only right, I think,
that some provision shall be made to see
that only properly qualified dentists are
allowed to practise. This Bill was
brought in by a private member of the
Lower House, and I have been requested
to take charge of it here, and have much
pleasure ip doing so. Under the Bill
there 1s to be a Dental Board, which is to
consist of three medical practitioners and
three dentists. The first board will be
appointed by the Governor. The board
so appointed by the Governor will hold
office for three years, and then it will
become elective. Clause 3 deals with the
constitution of the board, and clanse
6 provides that the hoard may make
by-laws. The board may appoint an
examiner and other officers, and under
clause 9 a register of dentists is to be
kept. By clause 10 every person above
the age of 21 shall be entitled to be
registered as a dentist who shall prove
to the satisfaction of the board that
he is a registered dentist in any part
of the United Kingdom, or that he is
engaged at the time of the passing of
this Act in Western Australia in the
practice of dentistry, or that he has been
bound for a period of not less than four
years as an apprentice fo & dentist, or
that he has for a period of not less than
10 years practised dentistry in any part
of the world, and holds a certificate or
diploma such as-may be recognised by
the board as sufficient qualification.
Then if any dentist is found guwilty of
felony or misdemeanour, his name may be
erased from the register. By Clause 15
no person is to be allowed to practise
dentistry without being registered, nor to
use any name or words implying that he
18 entitled to practise. These are shortly
the provisions of the Bill, which I now
move be read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ROADS ACT' AMENDMENT BILL.

Tae COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) : This, Mr. President, is a
very short Bill, brought in for the purpose
of amending the Roads Act. By it Sec-
tion 97 of the Roads Act of 1888 is
repealed, and a. new section substituted for
it. Iuo the present Act provision is made as
to how the Registrar of Titles shall regis-

[COUNCIL.]

Amendment Bill.

ter a purchaser of any piece of land which
may be sold by Roads Boards for non-
payment of rates; but it is rather a cum-
brous proceeding, and the present section
in this Bill will simplify it. Thus in the
present Act, while the Roads Boards have
power to levy rates, they have no power
to obtain them from lands leased by the
Crown for pastoral purposes. By section
3 of this Bill such lands will in future be
rateable in the same manner as freehold
lands, but it is provided that the aunual
value shall be taken to be the amount
payable by the lessee to the Crown, so
that the amount will not be very much.
The reason for this amendment isthis, that
in the North all the land is leased, and con-
sequently there are no ratepayers to elect
the Roads Board. In one distriet, I
believe, one person elects the whole of the
board, he being the only one qualified to be
ou the ratepayers’ list. As the Roads
Boards, with one or two exceptions, have

. never levied rates, it does not matier wuch

about our giving power to rate Crown
lands, for there will be very little chance
in future, I think, of any rates ever being
levied. Still, the clanse will enable rate-
payers’ lists to be made up,and thus give
an opportunity for the formation of
boards. Then it is provided that the
manager or superintendent or owner of
rateable property may be vegistered as
voter. Another provision wili enable
the Governor to place under the manage-
ment  and control of a board any
public works such as buildings, tanks,
dams, ete., and the Government may
allot to hoards money for pressing
objects. At the present time Roads
Boards have no power to use any of
the money allotted to them by Parlia-
ment for use in the construction or keep-
ing m order of tanks. This clause gives
the hoards power to make up lists, and
penalties are provided against persons
who damage or destroy any property
belonging to the boards. I now move
the second reading of the Bill.

Tre Hoxn. C. A. PIESSE : In reference
to the taxation by Roads Boards, T may
say that I have been chairman of a board
for about five years. During that time
we all wanted to levy a rate, and we
asked the Grovernment whether we could
tax the lands held by the Great Southern
Railway. We were told, however, that
it would be undesirable to tax those lands,
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and the consequence was that we have
tazed ourselves and let them go free.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

DROVING BILL.

BECOND READING,

TaeCOLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): I have much pleasure in
introducing this Bill, which will commend
itself to the members of this House who
are interested in pastoral pursuits. The
object of the Bill is to prevent drovers
increasing their flocke improperly when
droving through the land of pastoral
lessees, and to prevent them from boxing
their sheep with the sheep on the run,
and disseminate the disease known as
“geab.” ‘When drovers start they must
have a way-bill, which shall describe the
sheep entrusted to them. The sheep are
to bave a brand, which must be shown on
the way-bill, and any owner of a run can
inspect the way-bill and sheep, and see
that the latter correspond with the state-
ments in the former. Sheep must keep
travelling, and there is a penalty if
drovers twrn them back evidently for
the sake of feed. Before entering a run
drovers must give notice of their inten.
tion to enter it. Then clause 7 provides
that all travelling sheep shull be branded
with the letter T, so that any one who
sees them may lmow they are travelling
sheep. These are the principal provisions
of the Bill, which has been brought in
particularly at the request of those
mterested 1n travelling stock, and I hope
it will have the effect which is intended
for it. I move the Bill be read a second
time.

TeE How. C. A. PIESSE: I move, as
an amendwment, that the Bill be read a
second time this day six months, because
I think it undesirable to put owners to
the cost of branding their sheep with the
letter T every time they want to travel
them, perhaps only a short distance. I
think, too, owing to the difficulty we are
experiencing with regard to scab, it
would be as well to put this Bill aside
until the House meets next year. Tt is
all very well for districts infected with
scab to be compelled to brand, but there
are other districts in the colony besides
the North,
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Tre Hon. R. G. BURGES: I rise to
support this amendment, because I con.
sider the Bill will interfere with the
working of the Scab Act. It is well
known the scab in the South comes from
the North ; and if every man brands his
sheep with a T we sball never know
where the sheep come from.

Tar How. BE. ROBINSON: I have
much pleasure in supporting the amend-
ment, becaunse I think we ought to have
some means of knowing, if we find a
scabby sheep in our flocks, who the owner
of it is; and we shall never he able to
ascertain that, if all sheep which travel
are branded with a T. It would be
monstrous to compel a man to brand his
gheep if he were only going to take them
a few miles.

. TR Coronian Seceerary (Hon.
8. H. Parker): They are not travelling
sheep until they have gone 40 miles.

Tre Hown. E. ROBINSON: Even for
that short distance I think it very bard
that a man should be put to the expense
of branding all his sheep with a 7T.

Tee Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I shall
vote against this amendment, because I
think we can make what alteratious are
required in committee now as well as we
can next session.

Tee Hov. E. McLARTY: I shall
oppose the amendment, although I think
there is a good deal in what has been
said ; and if all sheep are branded T, and
some stray sheep infected with scab are
found, it will be difficult to discover the
owner of them. §Still, T think we must
make some attempt to get rid of the scab
at the North, and this Bill is brought in
particularly to assist the settlers there;
and, I think, to get over what does appear
to be a hardship i the Southern portion
of the colony, we might make the distance
somewhat longer than 40 miles,

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): I think the objections
raised by hon. members go to show that
we should amend the clause relating to
what shall comstitute travelling sheep
rather than reject the whole Bill. This
is o Bill in the interests of the Northern
settlers, so that they may have control
over the drovers,and see that they do not
box the sheep and disseminate scab. The
large pastoralists are most anxious to
have this Bill; and I hope, therefore,
hon. members will asseut to the second

2
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[ASSEMBLY.]

Working of Scab Act.

reading, and we can defer the committee ! WORKING OF THE SCAB ACT: REPORT

stage and further consider the points
raised by hon. members.

TrE Hown. C. E. DEMPSTER : I think
it would be better to defer the considera-
tion of this Bill, because it is open to
many objections. In the first place, I take
it the stock would travel along a stock
route, and a great hardship would be
inflicted on the drovers to have to give
notice when within 10 miles of a run. I
do not think, when sheep are travelling
along a stock route, this notice should be
necessary. Again, I think, instead of
travelling sheep heing branded with a T,
it would he better that they should bear
the station brand, and thus anyoue could
see, if a stray sheep were picked up, who
it belonged to.

Amendment negatived.

Bill read a second time,

ADJOURNMENT.

The House, at 10 o'clock p.m., ad-
journed until Wednesday, 17th October,
at 430 pm.

Tegislatibe RDssembly,
Thureday, 11th October, 1894.

Imported Labour Registry Act Amendment Bill: first
reading —Report of Joint Sclect Committee on the
Working of the Scnb Act=Local registered offices
for Mining Companies — Agrienltura! Bank Bill:
considerntion of committee’s report—Small Debts
Ordinance Amendwent Bill: Legislative Council's
amendment — Loan Bill (£1,500,000): Legislative
Council's suggestions—Estimates, 1894-5: further
considered iu committee— Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at
430 p.m,

PrAYERS.
IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY ACT

AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by Mr. Bosr, and read a
first tihwe.

OF JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mr. LEFROY: Bir,—The report of
the Select Commitiee of both Houses
appointed to inquire into the working of
the Seab Act is before members, and it is
my duty to ask the House to adopt the pro-
posals submitted by the committee in their
report. It will be seen that the conclu-
sion the vommittee arrived at was that
the introduction of scab into the Southern
districts of the colony is due to sheep not
being inspected after passing through
the Irwin dip. The committee have
been led to take this view in consequence
of a flock of sheep belonging to Messrs.
Dempster Brothers having heen found
infected with scab about nine mouths
after they had passed through this dip
last year; the commitlee considering
that if these sheep had been again
inspected after they passed through the
dip, all this trouble would have hbeen
prevented. We next propose that all
gheep passing from an infected district
into a clean one should be examined by
an inspector some time after cntering the
¢lean district; the committee being of
opinion that the spread of scab in this
Southern part of the colony is due to
want of proper supervision and vigilance
on the part of the inspectors from time
to time in charge. We think that if
sheep were examined a fortnight or a
wmonth after they enter a clean district,
an efficient ingpector would discover at
once whether there was any disease
umongst them. Had this been done in
the case of Messrs. Dempster’s sheep, the
evil would have been nipped in the bud.
I think it is proved conclusively, by the
evidence given before the commitiee, that
the spread of scab in the Southern
districts during the last twelve months
is entirely due to the lack of proper
supervision.  The flock referred to
travelled from Rockingham towards New-
castle in July last year, and when they
reached a place called * Silver Castle,” on
the Swan, it was found that the sheep were
scabby ; at any rate, Mr. Dempster came
down to the Colonial Secretary’s office and
reported that there was scab in his flock,
The Under Becretary at once wrote to the
Chief Inspector, who was thenat Geraldton,
informing him of this fact, but, unfortu-
nately, the Chief Inspector was then laid
up in the hospital, and wus unable lo



